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AUSTRIA
Full postal voting was introduced in Austria in 2007 (with the first introduction of voting from abroad in 1990). As a result of a decision of the Constitutional Court, a constitutional amendment was required to ensure that voters’ rights to a secret, personal and free choice in federal elections were protected. This constitutional provision, along with the necessary amendments to the parliamentary elections act, was passed in 2007. 

Since then, postal voting has been further facilitated for electors. The voting cards meanwhile have a slightly different layout, containing a lid to protect personal data on the envelope. Besides, no date or time information has to be filled in any more, voting cards can also be delivered in person and postage is paid by the government (also when delivered from abroad).

Postal voting is a constant voting channel which has to be offered at all elections (national parliamentary elections, presidential elections, EP elections, provincial parliamentary elections, and local elections).
Article 26 para 6 of the Austrian Constitution reads: “Persons entitled to vote presumably prevented on the day of election to cast their vote before the electoral authority, for example by absence, for reasons of health or staying abroad may make use of their right to vote by postal ballot upon application indicating the reason. The identity of the applicant is to be proven prima facie. The qualified voter has to declare by signature in lieu of oath, that the vote has been cast personally and confidentially.”
Sample voting cards can be sent upon request.
Voting cards are issued upon application beginning with the day of announcement of an election until the 4th day before election day (upon written request) or the 2nd day before election day (upon personal application). A picture ID-card is required as a means of identification. For written applications, a digital signature or some kind of preliminary proof (e.g. a photocopy of the ID-card or certain personal data) has to be provided. Once a voting card was issued, it symbolizes the voting right. Therefore, even if a voter decides not to cast a ballot remotely but to go to the home polling station on e-day, the voting card has to be brought to the polling place. If lost, no duplicates of voting cards can be issued in order to avoid double voting. Electors voting by post are required to accompany their ballots with an affidavit attesting that their vote was made personally, confidentially and without influence.

The only current English translation of national legislation on postal voting is included in the Presidential Elections Act. The provisions in other electoral acts are comparable. At the moment, deliberations on further amendments regarding postal vote take place between factions on the parliamentary level.

BELGIUM
The national electoral legislation regulates the postal vote only for general elections (federal legislative elections) and European Union elections.

Postal voting is restricted to Belgians living abroad.

Eligible voters who register to take part in the election from abroad are invited to make a choice among different voting methods: returning to Belgium to vote in person or by proxy, voting in person or by proxy at the embassy or consulates, and voting by post.
Detailed provisions are to be found in the Electoral Code (Section 180septies) and the European Parliament Elections Act of 23 March 1989 (Section 31).

It should be pointed out that the recent information campaign by the Federal Public Service Foreign Affairs and the Belgian embassies and consulates (June 2010 general elections) advised against postal voting, because in many cases ballot papers fail to arrive in time at the Belgian polling stations.
Electoral Code (in French and Dutch):

http://www.ibz.rrn.fgov.be/fileadmin/user_upload/Elections2011/fr/electeur/reglementation/CODE_ELECTORAL_1_AVRIL_2009.pdf
European Parliament Elections Act of 23 March 1989 (in French and Dutch):

http://www.ibz.rrn.fgov.be/fileadmin/user_upload/Elections/fr/europe/Laws/loi23mars1989.pdf
BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA
Election Law of Bosnia and Herzegovina regulates the right of citizens to vote by mail.   
Election Law provisions on the postal vote are related to all elections, i.e. local and general (parliamentary and presidential) elections. 

 (General elections are held for:

-          the national level: BiH Presidency and BiH House of Representatives; 

-          entity level: Presidency of Republika Srpska (RS), National Assembly of RS and House of Representatives of Federation of BiH (FBiH); and 

-          cantonal level in FBiH: ten Cantonal Assemblies.) 

The right to vote by mail is granted to the refugees of Bosnia and Herzegovina who live abroad. 

It is also granted to the citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina who temporarily reside abroad (articles 3.15, 3.16, 3.17, 5.21, 5.22, 5.28 of the Election Law).   

Before each election Central Election Commission runs an information campaign on the upcoming elections. 

 For citizens living abroad the Commission publishes a “Guide for voting outside Bosnia and Herzegovina” and an application form.

Those are distributed through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Diplomatic and Consular Missions to associations of citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina living abroad and to governmental and non-governmental organizations working on the refugees and migration issues (articles 1.4, 1.5, 3.15, 3.16, 3.17, 5.21, 5.22 and 5.28 of the Election Law).   
 There are provisions in the Articles 3.15, 5.21, 5.22, 5.28 and Chapter 6. (Protection of Electoral Right) of the Electoral Law regarding special methods for avoiding electoral fraud in case of postal vote.
 Also, the Criminal Code of Bosnia and Herzegovina regulates voting violations and fraud.

DENMARK
Postal vote is regulated in the form of advanced voting under Danish law and is used in local, regional and general elections as well as in referendums.
Under section 53 of the Parliamentary Election Act any voter who is prevented from attending the polls on election day may vote in advance at any national registration office in Denmark. No documentation is required in relation to why the voter is prevented from attending the polls on election day.

The voter must visit a national registration office in Denmark. Any registration office irrespective of where the voter lives in Denmark. The voter receives the voting ballot etc. there and cast his or her votes there. It is possible to vote several times. In these cases the latest given vote applies. In Denmark advance voting can take place within the last three weeks prior to election day, however, not later than on the last weekday but one preceding election day.
The voter must visit a national registration office and must present ID.

Only the Parliamentary Election Act of Denmark is available in English.
http://www.ft.dk/~/media/Pdf_materiale/Pdf_publikationer/English/valgloven_eng_web_samlet%20pdf.ashx
Its part 8 regulates postal vote (advanced voting).
 FRANCE
En France, le vote par correspondance a été abrogé par la loi n° 75-1329 du 31 décembre 1975. 
Il est remplacé par le vote par procuration, dont les modalités sont fixées aux articles L. 71 à L. 78 du code électoral:
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichCode.do;jsessionid=579F5320D66A83319972B45380B69EA1.tpdjo06v_2?idSectionTA=LEGISCTA000006164059&cidTexte=LEGITEXT000006070239&dateTexte=20101105
GERMANY
The specified voting procedure provided by the "Bundeswahlgesetz" corresponds to the postal voting procedures regulated in the Länder laws on federal state elections and local elections. To avoid electoral frauds some Länder laws do explicitly emphasise that in case the postal voting is carried out in hospitals, retirement homes, nursing homes, prisons and the like, it must be guaranteed that the ballot paper can be marked and put in the envelope unobserved. 
GREECE
Article 51, par.4 of the Constitution of Greece stipulates:

“4. Parliamentary elections shall be held simultaneously throughout the Country. Matters pertaining to the exercise of the right to vote by persons living outside the Country may be specified by statute, adopted by a majority of two thirds of the total number of Members of Parliament. Concerning such persons, the principle of simultaneously holding elections does not impede the exercise of their right to vote by postal vote or by other appropriate means, provided that the counting of votes and the announcement of the results is carried out when this is also carried out across the Country.” 
Although the Greek Constitution provides the possibility of postal vote, the relevant Statute Law has not yet come into force. 

  ICELAND
Article 65 of the Act on Parliamentary Elections No. 24/2000 concerns voting outside of the regular polling session  and postal of votes:  „A voter who casts a vote with an election official in a constitu-ency where the voter is on the electoral register, and who leaves a letter with the vote, shall by himself or herself place the letter in a regular ballot box. The ballot box shall be sealed by the election official along with the relevant electoral commission, and the agents for the lists may place their seals on the box.                                                                                                                                                                     Other voters [i.e. those registered in other constituencies] shall themselves manage and pay for the sending of their ballot letters. The election official is however obligated, if the voter so wishes, to post the letter.“
The procedure described above applies also to Presidential and Municipal Elections.
Article 56 of the Parliamentary Elections Act also applying to presidential and municipal elections concerns those voting outside the regular polling session:  „Voters who are not able to attend during a polling session on election day may vote outside of the regular polling session, according to the rules laid down in this Act.“
The following procedure applies to parliamentary elections and municipal elections in which political parties get seats according to rules on proportional division of votes. Polling takes place by the voter stamping or writing on the ballot paper the letter of the alphabet of the list he/ she wishes to vote for; the voter has the right to indicate a preference regarding the order of the candidates on the list.                In presidential elections the voter writes the name of a candidate on the ballot paper. In municipal elections in small communities the voter writes on the ballot paper the name of certain number of  the candidates who shall be elected.
The law does not stipulate special methods for avoiding electoral fraud in case of postal vote.

ITALY 
In Italy the postal vote is regulated by Law no. 459/2001, valid also for abrogative and constitutional referenda.

Further information can be found on the website of the Italian Ministry of Interior:

http://www.interno.it/mininterno/export/sites/default/en/themes/elections_and_referenda/Italian_voters_residing_abroad.html
LIECHTENSTEIN
The national electoral legislation regulates the postal vote in Liechtenstein.
        Voters can vote my mail on the occasion of elections of Parliament, of municipalities, referendum and other local elections.

Voters wishing to vote by mail can do so up to two weeks before the election without any prior request or explanation using ballots and materials sent to all voters by commune councils.
Postal votes must reach the Commune Election Commissions before the beginning of voting and must be accompanied by a signed declaration that the enclosed ballot represents the voter's will.
LITHUANIA
National electoral legislation regulates the postal vote.
Postal voting is organized for all types of elections.

At the beginning of the year 2007 the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania adopted respective amendments to the elections Laws that has changed the rules concerning postal voting. Previous provisions stipulated that citizens who are not able to come to the polling stations on the election day (i.e. those for health reasons, or those who has left to another location) were provided with a possibility to participate in elections by voting in advance by post. Voting by post was possible at all post offices throughout the country during their business hours on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday preceding an election day which is always on Sunday. 

Since the year of 2007 the abovementioned provisions were changed due to the concerns of repeatedly reported electoral frauds during the procedures of voting by post.  

Postal voting was left possible only to those who are in institutions of healthcare, social care or guardianship because of their health condition or age, or who perform mandatory military service and therefore are unable to come to a polling station to vote, or who perform active military service, civil service or work under the employment contract in international military operations abroad, or who serve arrest or imprisonment sentence. Postal voting is possible only at the so called “special post offices” arranged for postal voting in the aforementioned institutions or places. Postal voting takes place on a last Wednesday, Thursday and Friday preceding an election day.

With regard to other voters who are unable to come to polling stations on an election day due to their individual reasons, the so called early voting was introduced instead of postal voting. Early voting must be organised in the premises which are prepared in advance, suitable for voting and are located in the municipality building of that polling district. If a constituency comprises the territories of several municipalities, early voting must be organised in all those municipalities. Early voting must take place from noon till 8 pm on Wednesday and Thursday preceding an election day.

In addition, the possibility of voting at home is granted for the following persons: disabled voters, voters with temporary working incapacity, voters aged 70 and over if because of the health condition they are unable to come to a polling district to vote on an election day and if they have produced a voter’s request, the form of which is designed by the Central Electoral Commission. The electoral committees which draw up and revise rolls of voters voting at home shall have the right to receive the data on disabled person from the State Social Insurance Fund Board or its territorial offices, and the data on persons with temporary working incapacity – from healthcare institutions. The electoral committees may not disseminate these data and shall use them only for compilation and revision of rolls of voters voting at home.

Also, voters who have gone to foreign states are entitled to vote in diplomatic missions or consular posts of the Republic of Lithuania during their business hours according to the provisions of the Article 70 (Polls in Diplomatic Missions and Consular Posts of the Republic of Lithuania) of the Law on Elections to the Seimas. 
According the Article 67 (Postal Voting) of the Law on Elections to the Seimas the postal voting procedure is as follows (extracts from the Law):


“ 1. Postal voting shall be possible for voters who are in institutions of healthcare (with the exception of outpatient healthcare institutions), social care or guardianship because of their health condition or age, or who perform mandatory military service and therefore are unable to come to a polling district to vote, or who perform active military service, civil service or work under the employment contract in international military operations abroad, or who serve arrest or imprisonment sentence. Postal voting shall be possible at post offices set specially for postal voting (hereinafter referred to as “special post offices”) during their business hours on a last Wednesday, Thursday or Friday before an election day. Postal voting in military units located abroad shall be conducted in accordance with the procedure laid down by the Central Electoral Commission on the recommendation of the Ministry of National Defence. Expenses related to postal voting shall be covered with the funds of the State Budget.



2. The head of the post office shall be responsible for the organisation of postal voting. The chairman of the electoral committee of the polling district within the territory of which a post office is situated, shall be responsible for the organisation of the supervision of the work of that post office during postal voting. He shall, in conjunction with the chairmen of other polling district committees whom the constituency electoral committee has assigned with such a task, organise members’ of electoral committees participation during voting in special post offices. Commanders of the military units located abroad shall be responsible for organisation of postal voting in those units.




3. The head of the post office, with the consent of the constituency electoral committee, shall appoint postal workers for the issue and collection of ballot papers and postal voting envelopes during postal voting, who are entrusted with work with the election documents. If the constituency electoral committee requests so, the head of the post office must remove a postal worker from the work with election documents. Postal workers who are authorised to issue and collect election papers shall be issued by the constituency electoral committee with the certificates of the established form. A postal worker who does not have such certificate shall not have the right to issue and collect election papers. An electoral committee member, election observer, who has produced his certificate to the postal worker, a voter, who has produced the voter certificate and the document proving his identity, shall have the right to write down his remark in the said certificate; the head of the post office shall immediately notify the constituency electoral committee about this remark. 

4. In the sites specified in Articles 69, 70, 71, 72, and 73 of this Law there must be a room (a place) where the voter can, without interference and in secrecy, mark the ballot papers and put them into the postal voting envelopes. In these cases voting may be observed by election observers who have an election observer’s certificate permitting to observe elections in any polling district. 


5. The postal worker shall issue election documents to a voter in accordance with the procedure established by the Central Electoral Commission. Together with ballot papers, voters shall be given postal voting envelopes. A return envelope shall be addressed by the postal worker to the polling district committee which is indicated in the voter certificate of the person.


6. Voting in secrecy, the voter shall himself:

            1) mark the ballot papers;

            2) put the marked ballot papers into the ballot paper envelope;

            3) seal the ballot paper envelope;

            4) put the ballot paper envelope into the return envelope together with the voter certificate;

            5) seal the return envelope.


7. Actions referred to in paragraphs 6 and 8 of this Article shall be carried out by a voter himself. If because of the physical disability a voter is unable to carry out the said actions himself, at his request such actions shall be carried out by a person he chooses. This person must mark the ballot papers in the presence of the voter according to his instructions and preserve the secrecy of voting.


8. The sealed return envelope (with the voter certificate, ballot paper envelope and ballot papers in it) the voter shall hand to a postal worker. Upon having received the envelope handed by the voter, the postal worker shall seal it with a special mark in the voter’s presence and shall give the voter a receipt confirming the acceptance of this envelope. 


9. A postal worker shall be prohibited from carrying out for a voter the actions referred to in paragraphs 6 and 8 of this Article, as well as from accepting from the voter a return envelope which is not sealed. Voters shall be prohibited from taking out postal ballot papers, postal voting envelopes or handing them to other persons.

Under the Article 671  Voting at Home and early voting   of the Law on Elections to the Seimas (extract from the Law): 


“4. Voters’ requests for voting at home shall be submitted to polling district committees. The committees shall begin to accept requests of voters, residing within the territory of a concrete polling district, for voting at home by handing voter certificates to such voters and end accepting the requests on the Wednesday preceding an election day. The committees shall end accepting requests of voters, who temporarily stay within the territory of a concrete polling district and have not been entered on the roll of voters of this polling district, for voting at home on the Tuesday preceding an election day. A voter, who because of his physical disability is unable to fill in a request for voting at home or to hand it to a polling district committee, may authorise his family member, neighbour or a person who takes care of him to carry out the said actions for him. These persons shall sign the voter’s request and indicate their name, surname and personal number.


5. On the Thursday preceding an election day a polling district committee shall draw up and approve a roll of voters voting at home who are entered on the electoral roll of that polling district. On the Wednesday preceding an election day a constituency electoral committee shall draw up and approve a roll of voters who reside or temporarily stay within the territory of a concrete polling district but have been entered on the electoral roll of another polling district and have not been entered on the electoral roll of this polling district when revising them.


6. On the Friday or Saturday preceding an election day, from 8 am till 8 pm at least two members of a polling district committee shall deliver postal voting envelopes and ballot papers to the homes of the voters who have been entered on the roll of the polling district voters voting at home and who are the voters of this polling district. On the Thursday preceding an election day at least two members of a constituency electoral committee or, by order of its chairman, at least two members of a polling district committee shall deliver postal voting envelopes and ballot papers to the homes of the voters who have been entered on the roll of the constituency voters who vote at home, but who have not been entered on the electoral roll of the polling district within the territory of which they temporarily stay. Voting at home and early voting may be observed by election observers who have a certificate to observe elections in any polling district. After the end of voting, sealed return envelopes shall be transferred to the post office which transfers them to polling districts together with election documents of the voters who have voted by post. The rolls of voter who have voted at home and early, ballot papers which have not been used shall be including into an accounting and stored by an electoral committee which has organised the voting, and after the end of elections they shall be transferred together with other election documents to an appropriate constituency committee or the Central Electoral Commission.


7. A concrete schedule of electoral committee members’ coming to the homes of voters shall be approved by the chairman of a polling district committee or a constituency committee not later than, respectively, on the Thursday or Wednesday preceding the noon of an election day. This schedule shall be public, its copy shall be posted up on the billboard of the polling district (constituency electoral) committee on the day of approval. Only the electoral committee members and election observers proposed by the different political parties may come together to the homes of the voters.


8. The provisions of paragraphs 6 and 7 of Article 67 of this Law shall apply to voting at home and early voting.


9. The sealed return envelope (with the voter certificate, ballot paper envelope and ballot papers in it) the voter shall hand to a member of the polling district (constituency electoral) committee. Upon having received the envelope handed by the voter, he shall seal it with a special mark in the presence of the voter and give the voter a receipt confirming the acceptance of this envelope.


10. It shall be prohibited to exert influence on the determination of a voter who votes at home or to hasten his voting. Committee members and observers shall be prohibited from carrying out the actions for a voter, referred to in paragraphs 6 and 7 of Article 67 of this Law, as well as from accepting an unsealed return envelope from a voter. Voters shall be prohibited from taking out ballot papers or giving them to another persons.”

There are no special methods for avoiding electoral fraud in case of postal vote. Nevertheless some general provisions are set up in the Law on Elections to the Seimas as well as in other elections Laws in order to prevent electoral fraud in postal voting and voting at home and early voting:

“A postal worker shall be prohibited from carrying out for a voter the actions referred to in paragraphs 6 and 8 of the Article 67 (see answer to the question No 4), as well as from accepting from the voter a return envelope which is not sealed. Voters shall be prohibited from taking out postal ballot papers, postal voting envelopes or handing them to other persons.

It shall be prohibited to exert influence on the determination of a voter who votes at home or to hasten his voting. Committee members and observers shall be prohibited from carrying out the actions for a voter, referred to in paragraphs 6 and 7 of Article 67 of this Law, as well as from accepting an unsealed return envelope from a voter. Voters shall be prohibited from taking out ballot papers or giving them to another persons.”

Articles 5 and 51of the Law on Elections to the Seimas (as well as other election Laws) stipulates that:

Article 5. Secret Ballot 

1. Voters shall vote in person and by secret ballot. It shall be prohibited for a person to vote instead of another person or to vote by proxy. A voter, who because of his physical disability cannot cast a ballot himself, may vote with the assistance of another person whom he trusts as laid down in Paragraph 6 of Article 66 of this Law. If the secret of another person’s voting has come to the knowledge of anyone, it shall be prohibited to disclose it.

2. It shall be prohibited to control the will of the voters during the elections. It shall be prohibited during the polls to influence the will of an elector to vote for or against any candidate or a list of candidates. A voter must have adequate conditions to mark his ballot in privacy and without interference. It shall be prohibited to handle the ballot in such a way that the secret of voting might be disclosed. 

Article 51    Prohibition to Bribe Voters and Persons Eligible to Vote
1. During the political campaign of elections to the Seimas, i.e. from announcement of the date of elections to the Seimas until the end of the period of election campaign as set out by this Law, as well as on the election day it shall be prohibited to directly or indirectly buy votes, to induce by offering gifts or other rewards a voter or a person eligible to vote to attend or not to attend elections and (or) to vote for or against one or another person to be nominated, a candidate or a list of candidates, as well as to promise to reward the voters for voting after the elections, by having a purpose to affect the will of voters regarding particular political parties or candidates, or persons to be nominated, and thus hinder citizens from implementing their right to vote.

2. Production or distribution free of charge of printed matter (a programme, biography of a political party or candidate, or a person to be nominated, or other leaflets, calendars, postcards, stickers of information character) and pins intended for propagating a political party or candidate, or a person to be nominated shall not be considered as bribery of voters. 

3. The Central Electoral Commission shall, in the manner prescribed by it, examine and evaluate the facts of bribery of voters or persons eligible to vote. The Central Electoral Commission shall announce the established facts of bribery in the Internet together with a pledge of the candidate who has violated this Article to adhere to the prohibition to bribe voters and persons eligible to vote. After the recognition of the facts of bribery of voters and persons entitled to vote as a grave violation of this Law, the consequences defined in this Law and other laws shall arise 
Article 38. Application Documents for the Nomination of Candidates

Parties must  file with  the Central  Electoral Committee the following application documents:

“…pledge of the form set by the Central Electoral Commission to comply with the prohibition to bribe voters and persons eligible to vote”.

Article 39. Registration of Candidates for Seimas Member

If following the registration of a candidate for Seimas member, the Central Electoral Commission establishes that the candidate does not meet the requirements laid down in Article 2 of this Law, or if the candidate refuses to give a written consent referred to in paragraph 4 of Article 38 of this Law or to submit a pledge to adhere to the prohibition to bribe voters and persons eligible to vote, as indicated in subparagraph 5 of paragraph 1 of Article 38 and subparagraph 2 of paragraph 2 of Article 38 of this Law, or he submits an inaccurate consent or pledge, or fails to submit it within the time limit set by the Central Electoral Commission, or if a political party, a candidate has grossly violated paragraph 1 of Article 51 of this Law, or if a party which has nominated a candidate or a candidate himself has lost the status of an independent participant of political campaign, the Central Electoral Commission shall cancel the registration of such candidate for Seimas member, revoke the announcement of a joint list of candidates of an appropriate political party or the coalition of parties, provided that not less than 15 days are left until the election.


Links to the legal texts (in English):

1. Law on Election to the Seimas http://www3.lrs.lt/pls/inter3/dokpaieska.showdoc_l?p_id=375269 

2. Law on Presidential Elections http://www3.lrs.lt/pls/inter3/dokpaieska.showdoc_l?p_id=375933 

3. Law on Elections to the European Parliament http://www3.lrs.lt/pls/inter3/dokpaieska.showdoc_l?p_id=375934
4. Law on Elections to Municipal Councils http://www3.lrs.lt/pls/inter/dokpaieska.showdoc_l?p_id=377608&p_query=&p_tr2=

5. Law on Referendum http://www3.lrs.lt/pls/inter/dokpaieska.showdoc_l?p_id=326189
NORWAY
Postal vote is only allowed in certain situations in connection with advance voting abroad. 

Parliamentary, county council and municipal elections shall take place in accordance with the Representation of the People Act, Act No. 57 of 28 June 2002 and the Regulations of 2 January 2003. The rules governing advance voting abroad are provided in Chapter 8 of the Act and Chapter 6 of the Regulations. Chapter 11 in the Election Manual provides a brief overview of these regulations.
http://www.regjeringen.no/upload/KRD/Kampanjer/valgportal/valgmedarbeidere/Valghandbok/Election_Manual_2009.pdf
The rules apply to parliamentary, county council and municipal elections.
Electors who are unable to vote in the presence of a returning officer may in this way cast a vote by letter.
There are two ways of advance voting outside the realm. Either in the presence of an official returning officer – a member of the Foreign Service, or a returning officer appointed by the Ministry - or voting by letter. 

The procedure for voting by letter is described in Section 28 of the Regulations. The elector shall insert the ballot paper into the ballot paper envelope and then insert the envelope into the cover envelope. The following information must be entered on the cover envelope, name of elector, last address in Norway and Date of Birth/Personal Id.No., the name and address of the Electoral Committee, time and place for voting.

The elector must sign the cover envelope. If possible, a witness should confirm that the information on the cover envelop is correct. The elector shall then send the vote to the Electoral Committee.
The Act and the Regulations are only in Norwegian.
PORTUGAL
National electoral legislation regulates the postal vote for President of the Republic, Parliamentary, Regional, Local, European Parliament elections and Referenduns. 
Postal voting is limited to voters residing permanently or temporarily abroad.
In Parliamentary elections, voters living abroad have the right to vote by post and to collect and count the votes of foreign residents. It will only be allowed to vote the elector registered on the electoral roll in the consulate of existence career or consular section of which the locality where he resides. And it is in proportion to the existence of a relationship of four members to 230 members, according to the current law existing in the plenary

In all other elections – President of the Republic, European Elections, Referendums, Regional Election and Local Election – voters are more likely to have a voting record more likely to the ones they have to other voting records.

In the Regional Elections, the Local Elections and in Referenduns (in 31/12/2009)

In the Continent and Autonomies Regions:

NC -- National Citizens – 9 371 653 in Portugal;

UE -- European citizens, non nationals - 10892;

ER -- Others foreign citizens, residents in Portugal – 16040
After the envelopes with ballots have reached Portugal, the National Election Committee performs a check on all of them to ensure that no voter has voted more than once did and that all voters that voted by post are eligible.
No legal English or French texts are availavle.
RUSSIA
According to the federal law №67-FZ of June 12. 2002 «On basic guarantees of electoral rights and the right of citizens of the Russian Federation to participate in a referendum» and decree N 20/144-4 of Central Election Commission of the Russian Federation of August 7, 2003 «On temporary order of postal voting at elections to bodies of state power of subject of the Russian Federation, bodies of local self-government», opportunity of postal voting at regional and local elections, regional or local referendum can be established by regional legislation. It is provided for those who cannot vote at their polling station at the day of elections. In practice postal voting is rarely used.
SLOVAKIA
There is legislation that enables postal voting in Slovakia.

Voting by post is only allowed for the national parliamentary election (Act no. 333/2004 Coll. on election to the National Council of the Slovak republic). First time the postal voting took place was the election of 2006. 

A right to postal vote is granted under the condition that an applicant is a citizen of Slovakia and has either a permanent residence abroad or (s)he has a permanent residence within Slovakia but the applicant knows that (s)he will be living abroad at the time of election.

A citizen who wish to vote by post has to submit a request to be added to a special list of voters no later than 50 days before the election day. A given electoral district, which will embrace the postal votes, has to send all candidate lists and an empty return envelope to those who requested a postal vote. The given district has to do so no later than 35 days before the election.

The law stipulates no special methods for avoiding a postal fraud.

Unfortunately, there is no English or French version of the law available.

SLOVENIA
In the Republic of Slovenia, the electoral legislation also provides the possibility of postal vote.

The possibility of voting by post is provided for in the elections to the National Assembly (national parliament), elections at local level, referendum, elections of deputies of the Republic of Slovenia to the European Parliament and elections of the President of the Republic.

The National Assembly Elections Act specifies the following categories of voters to be eligible to vote by post under the following conditions:

- nursing home residents who do not have a permanent residence in the nursing home, and 

- voters who are receiving treatment in a hospital, if they inform the district electoral commission or the constituency commission thereof not later than 10 days before the election day;
- voters entered in the voting rights register of the citizens of the Republic of Slovenia who do not have a permanent residence in Slovenia may vote by post or through a diplomatic consular representative body of the Republic of Slovenia, provided that the state in which they reside allows such voting or this is provided by an inter-state agreement.  A ballot paper with the list of candidates is sent to these voters ;

- voters who on the day of elections to the National Assembly are abroad as they have a temporary residence there, can cast their vote by post or at a diplomatic mission or consular post of the Republic of Slovenia, if they inform thereof National Electoral Commission thereof not later than 30 days before the election day and if the state in which they reside allows such voting or this is provided by an inter-state agreement.

According to the Law on Local Elections, the following categories of voters are eligible to vote by post under following conditions:  

- nursing home residents who do not have a permanent residence in the nursing home, and 
- voters who are receiving treatment in a hospital, 

if they inform the municipal electoral commission thereof no later than seven days before the date of polling (Article 79 of the Law on Local Elections).

However, the provisions of the law on elections to the National Assembly applying to overseas postal votes and to voting at diplomatic-consular representative office of the Republic of Slovenia do not apply for local elections (Article 80 of the Law on Local Elections).
According to the Referendum and People's Initiative Act, postal vote is possible whereby the provisions of the National Assembly Elections Act apply. The possibility of voting by post from abroad is envisaged only for a referendum at the national level (and not for a referendum at the local level), provided that voters inform the National Electoral Commission thereof no later than fifteen days before the date of the poll.
According to the Election of the President of the Republic Act and Election of Slovenian Members to the European Parliament Act, postal vote is possible whereby the provisions of the National Assembly Elections Act apply.
In the case of voting by post, voter who are eligible to vote in such manner need to inform the National Electoral Commission of their intent within the time limit provided by the law. Vote by post will be performed on the day before the announced day of elections. The ballot paper shall only be accepted if a voter casting his vote by post also encloses a voting card signed in manuscript. The electoral commission determines the results of postal votes whereby it takes into account the ballot papers received by mail by noon of the day following the election day, except for the ballot papers from abroad where the deadline is extended. When determining the results of postal votes, the ballot papers received by mail by noon of the eight day after the election day, are taken into account. The Constitutional Court found that there were shortcomings in the statutory regulation, since it did not regulate on what basis the electoral commission when determining the results of postal vote may establish whether the ballot papers were posted in due time which is one of the prerequisites of their validity. The Constitutional Court emphasised that the statutory regulation needs to take into account that when determining the results of postal vote, paper documentation needs to be made available to the electoral commission (which needs to apply for the determination of all election results), enabling the determination of credible election results. Therefore, the Constitutional Court decided that envelopes with ballot papers which arrive to the competent electoral commission by post, need to have a postmark, or enclosed documentation, indicating the date of submission at the post. Ballot papers which arrive by post and of which envelopes do not comply with the above prescribed manner, are considered invalid. 

National Assembly Elections Act
Official Gazette of the RS, No. 44/1992, Official Gazette of the RS, No. 13/1993-ZP-G, 60/1995, 14/1996 CC decision: U-I-106/95, 36/1996 CC decision: U-I-44/96, 67/1997 CC decision: U-I-353/96, 20/1998 CC decision: U-I-283/94, 22/1999 CC decision: U-I-336/96, 31/2000 CC decision: UI 354/96, 66/2000, 70/2000, 11/2003 CC decision: U-I-417/02-7, 11/2003 CC decision: U-I-261/02-12, 73/2003 CC decision: U-I-346/02-13, 78/2006, 109/2006-UPB1, 54/2007 CC decision: U-I-7/07-22, Up-1054/07-24, 49/2008 CC decision: U-I-272/07-12.

Law on Local Elections
Official Gazette of the RS, No.7/1994, 33/1994, 61/1995 CC decision: U-I-213/95, 70/1995, 20/1998 CC decision: U-I-283/94, 51/2002, 11/2003 CC decision: U-I-417/02-7, 73/2003 CC decision: U-I-346/02-13, 72/2005, 72/2005-ZLS-M, 100/2005-UPB1, 121/2005, 22/2006-UPB2, 70/2006 CC decision: U-I-49/06-30, 46/2007 CC decision: U-I-468/06-14, 54/2007 CC decision: U-I-7/07-22, Up-1054/07-24, 60/2007, 94/2007-UPB3, 45/2008
SWEDEN
The Swedish Elections Act (2005:837) – which contains provisions on the implementation of elections to the Riksdag (the Swedish Parliament), municipal and county council assemblies and the European Parliament – sets out the different ways of voting in Ch. 7, Sect. 1: 

Voting takes place at vote reception points. Voters shall vote in the first instance at their polling stations on the election day. They can also prior or during the election day vote at voting places set up by the municipalities or foreign missions. Voters may also in certain cases vote by messenger or letter. 

Chapter 7, Sections 11-15 of the Elections Act contain special provisions on postal voting, i.e. voting by letter, which is only an available alternative to voters who are staying abroad or onboard a vessel in foreign traffic (Sect. 11). The following sections regulate in detail when and how postal votes may be arranged, how they are sent, and their further processing by the Central Election Authority and municipal election committees (Sect. 12-15). Regulations on the reception of postal votes by election committees are found in Chapter 8, Sections 11-13 of the Elections Act. 

Until December 2005, postal voting in Sweden was regulated in a separate act. In April 2003, the Swedish Government appointed a commission of inquiry with the task of preparing a draft for a new Elections Act. According to the terms of reference the commission’s task included, among other things, to consider whether the possibility of postal voting should be maintained and, if so, incorporate these provisions into the new Elections Act. The experience from the 2002 elections in Sweden, when postal voting was available to all voters abroad for the first time, was an increased proportion of rejected postal votes and the Government concluded that postal voting is associated with a number of disadvantages, including difficulties in maintaining an adequate verification of the voter’s identity and preserving the secrecy of the ballot. It was thus emphasized in the terms of reference that the commission, if it were to find that postal voting should be maintained, should also suggest ways to improve the security of postal voting (dir. 2003:37 [The Government’s terms of reference], only available in Swedish). 

In its final report the commission suggested that the right of postal voting be preserved and incorporated into the new Elections Act. The commission noted that postal voting with some justification may be described as the least secure form of voting and that the procedure is also relatively complicated since it is carried out without any possibility of assistance from electoral officials. However, the commission stressed that it is always a question of trade-offs and that postal voting may be justified by the fact that it enables voters abroad to participate in the elections (SOU 2004:111 [Swedish Government Official Reports series], only available in Swedish). 

SWITZERLAND
En 1994, les Chambres fédérales ont modifié la législation liée aux scrutins fédéraux (élections, référendums) afin de permettre à tous les électeurs suisses de choisir de voter, soit en se rendant dans un bureau de vote, soit par correspondance, sans devoir faire de demande particulière. Le vote par correspondance a connu rapidement une grande popularité, tout d'abord dans les régions urbaines. En 1998, 44 % des suffrages avaient été exprimés par correspondance à l'échelle nationale, en 2005 plus de quatre cinquièmes des électeurs (81,49%) votent par correspondance lors des scrutins populaires fédéraux.
Le vote par correspondance est possible à tous les niveaux nationaux (exceptions petites communes) pour toutes les élections et tous les référendums. 

Tous les électeurs ont le droit et la possibilité de voter par correspondance.

· Rappel de procédure et concepts centraux du vote par correspondance
· http://www.lausanne.ch/view.asp?DocId=20146
· http://www.port-valais.ch/VotationsCommentVoter.htm
Art. 8 Al. 1 de la Loi sur les droits politiques demande aux cantons d’instituer des prescriptions qui préviennent les abus. 

L’ Art. 16 de l’ordonnance sur le vote par correspondance du Canton du Valais prévoit par exemple :

Art. 16 Mesures de sûreté

1 Les communes prévoient deux urnes, l’une destinée aux votes par correspondance, l’autre aux votes par dépôt.

2 Les deux urnes doivent être scellées en présence d’au moins trois membres du bureau de dépouillement avant la date prévue pour la réception des votes.

Les scellés ne peuvent être levés, en cours de scrutin, qu’en présence de trois membres du bureau de dépouillement. Ceux-ci prennent les mesures utiles pour assurer l’intangibilité du matériel de vote.

3 L’urne destinée à recevoir les votes par dépôt doit, pendant les heures d’ouverture de ce mode de scrutin, rester sous la surveillance constante d’une personne de l’administration communale. En dehors de ces heures, elle est conservée en lieu sûr.

4 Dès leur réception, les enveloppes transmises par voie postale sont immédiatement insérées dans l’urne scellée, sous la responsabilité du secrétaire communal ou du préposé désigné par le conseil communal.

5 Le conseil communal arrête également toutes les dispositions utiles pour garantir l’intangibilité du matériel de vote et le secret du vote avant, pendant et après le scrutin.
Loi fédérale sur les droits politiques

Art. 8 Vote par correspondance
1 Les cantons instituent une procédure simple pour le vote par correspondance. Ils arrêtent notamment les prescriptions tendant à garantir le contrôle de la qualité d’électeur, à assurer un dépouillement sans lacunes du scrutin, à sauvegarder le secret du vote et à prévenir les abus.

2 Les électeurs peuvent voter par correspondance dès qu’ils ont reçu les documents qui, au regard du droit cantonal, leur permettent d’exprimer valablement leur vote.1
Exemples de lois cantonales: 

Canton du Jura

· Loi sur les droits politiques (art. 18)
· Ordonnance d'exécution de la loi sur les droits politiques (art. 21 ss.)
Canton du Valais

· 160.3 Loi d'application de la loi fédérale sur les droits politiques (art. 2)

· 160.102 Ordonnance sur le vote par correspondance 
UNITED KINGDOM
Postal voting was first introduced for the immediate post-war period in 1918 for servicemen and others prevented ‘by reason of the nature of their occupation…from voting at a poll’ by the Representation of the People Act 1918. Armed forces still serving overseas at the end of World War I were allowed to vote by post, and permanent arrangements were made for proxy voting by servicemen. The Representation of the People Act 1945 again made temporary provision for postal voting by service voters. Postal voting was not extended to civilians until 1948 when the Representation of the People Act 1948 granted postal voting facilities to both service personnel and to certain groups of civilians. By 1999 the system of postal voting was seen as cumbersome and complex because of the number of conditions that had to be fulfilled before a postal vote was granted. A Working Party on Electoral Procedures published its report in October 1999 and recommended that postal voting should be allowed on demand and that the application and voting procedures for postal voting should be simplified. This was implemented by the Representation of the People Act 2000 and the Representation of the People (England & Wales) Regulations 2001 introduced the changes to the postal voting arrangements from 16 February 2001. The main change was to allow postal voting on demand. It is now no longer necessary to state a reason for applying for an absent vote, or to obtain attestation of illness etc from a medical practitioner or employer. Applications may be requested and allowed for an indefinite period, a definite period, or a particular election.

Postal voting is allowed for all types of election and can be for a definite or indefinite period.

Anyone who is on the electoral register is able to request a postal vote; there are no conditions that have to be fulfilled.

Postal ballot papers are sent out to those voters who have requested a postal vote after 5pm on the eleventh day before the date of the poll (5pm on this day is the deadline for receiving applications for a postal vote). The postal ballot papers can be returned by post to the Returning Officer (the official with responsibility for running the election) at the electoral services department of the local government offices in the constituency, or they can be returned to a polling station within the constituency on the day of the poll. It should be noted that elections in the United Kingdom are administered by local government officials, not by a central electoral body.

When applying for a postal vote the voter has to provide his date of birth and a signature; when he receives the postal ballot papers he is required to provide these personal identifiers so that they can be checked by electoral staff on receipt of the ballot paper; this is a measure to prevent electoral fraud.

The United Kingdom’s Electoral Commission does not have responsibility for the actual administration of elections; this is carried out, as noted above, by local government officials. However, the Commission provides guidance for electoral administrators and I have provided links to the relevant documents below if you need more detailed information about postal voting.  Links to the relevant legislation are also given.

1. The Electoral Commission’s Guidance manual for Returning Officers at a Parliamentary general election, Part C, Absent voting.

2. The Electoral Commission’s factsheet, Absent voting, March 2008.

3. Representation of the People Act 2000 see Section 12

4. Representation of the People (England & Wales) Regulations 2001 See Part IV
In Andorra
, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Finland
, Georgia, Hungary
, Israel, Latvia, Poland
, Serbia, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey, postal voting has not been regulated yet.
� Regarding the modalities of vote, the qualified electoral and the referendum Law establishes that the vote is made personally in the Electoral College assigned to the voter, during the electoral day, or for judicial deposit.





The vote for judicial deposit is only valid if it has given itself with the envelope and the official ballot papers before the judge among the first day of the election campaign and the 13 hours of the day former to the electoral day.





The voter who makes use of this right, without being able to delegate this in any other person, has to make the deposit in front of the judge.





The judges have to make arrive the votes that have been given to the corresponding electoral boards, constituted to this effect. These votes are introduced into the urn to the to start the electoral day, verifying the name and the surnames of the voter.





� If a person can't vote at polling day, there is a possibility of advance voting or at-home voting, but these are not carried out by postal vote.


 


Further details can be found in the  Election Act, Chapter 5:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.finlex.fi/en/laki/kaannokset/1998/en19980714.pdf" �http://www.finlex.fi/en/laki/kaannokset/1998/en19980714.pdf�


� Act C of 1997 on Electoral Procedure


             § 61 (2) Votes may be cast only personally and, with the exceptions referred to in law,  only at the polling station designated in accordance with the voter's domicile.


� Certain new provions to the electoral law have recently proposed.  They may eventually include postal vote, e-voting, etc.
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